
The Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies at the University of Victoria 
will be offering a course on Island Literature (with a focus on Icelandic Literature) 
in the fall of 2016.   

Dr. Ástráður Eysteinsson
GMST 369: 
Special Topics in Scandinavian Studies

Please see registration information on the back of this page.

Presented by The Richard and Margaret Beck Lectures and
The Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies

Dr.   

This course focuses on island cultures and the literary 
representation of islands, with an emphasis on Icelandic 
literature. A number of literary works (prose, poetry and 
drama) about islands will be explored. The island will be 
analyzed in terms of both spatial reality and metaphor: as 
utopia and dystopia, as fortress or prison, as the geographic 
and psychological space of an individual, a group or a 
nation. Significant topics include identity and the exotic, 
isolation and travel, centres and peripheries, se�lement and 
coloniality, and the politics of insular places. Readings 
range from classical works like The Saga of Gre�ir the 
Strong and Shakespeare‘s Tempest to contemporary works 
such as From the Mouth of the Whale (Rökkurbýsnir) by 
Sjón.



Presented by The Richard and Margaret Beck Lectures 
and The Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies

Are you a community member interested in taking this course?  
Choose one of the following three options: 
 
(1) Register as an exploratory student
N.B.: You do not have to provide transcripts to register as an exploratory 
student. 
However, you must: ·         
     Be at least 21 years of age·         
     Meet UVic’s English Language Proficiency Requirements·         
     Not have been a UVic student in the past·         
     Not have been required to withdraw from any post-secondary  
     institution in the  previous three years.
As an exploratory student you will only be able to take three units 
(approximately two classes) to a maximum of 12 units of coursework 
overall.
https://www.uvic.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/exploratory-
studies/index.php 

(2) Audit the course
     Auditor registration is based on whether there is enough room in the 
class as students taking the course for credit receive priority. This means 
that auditors do not receive credit or a grade for the course, and their 
participation is decided by the professor. 
     The professor will also need to approve the auditor’s request before 
the auditor is able to join the class. This is an option for individuals who 
are taking the course out of interest only or do not want to go through the 
entire application process. As an official auditor, you still need to pay for 
the course. However the price of tuition and fees is reduced. 

(3) Become a regular UVic student
https://www.uvic.ca/future-students/undergraduate/admissions/index.php
 
For more information, contact the Registrar's Office: 
http://www.uvic.ca/registrar/ 
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